BRINGING THE EXCITEMENT OF THE Performing Arts TO BIG SKY COUNTRY

2022-2023
EDUCATION
PROGRAM

We are funded, in part, by coal severance taxes paid based upon coal mined in Montana and deposited in Montana’s cultural and aesthetic projects trust fund.

PO BOX 1556
BILLINGS MT 59103

2022-2023 STUDENT MATINEE SERIES
CALL OF THE WILD
THU, OCT 6 • 9:30 & 12:30

Recommended for grades 4-9

Jack London’s classic tale comes to life on stage. This multi-media adventure mixes
performance and storytelling with projected illustrations to tell the story of Buck, the
magnificent offspring of a St. Bernard and Scottish Collie.
Kidnapped from his lavish life on a California estate and sent to work as a sled dog
during the great Klondike Gold Rush of the 1800s, Buck becomes the most famous dog
in the northland’s history and discovers the endurance and strength of his wild, primal
ancestors as their call courses through his blood. A thrilling tale of courage and survival.

ALCOLÉA & cie: RIGHT IN THE EYE
TUE, OCT 11 • 9:30 & 12:30

Recommended for grades 6-8

Right in the Eye is a live performance that combines live music and early films with set
and lighting design. It is a multi-sensory experience that will open minds and hearts
as it explores fantasy, sci-fi, comedy, and the many worlds created by Georges Méliès.
Musicians play multiple instruments to accompany the movie, accented by the set and
lighting. Three musicians on stage play more than fifty instruments, some of which are
rare and handmade. There is a standard band comprised of piano, drums, percussion
and guitar. But there are a lot of other instruments and objects such as a theremin, a
music box, stemware, plastic flying plates, saws, a piano sound board, a slide flute and
many others that create awe and surprise.

PADDINGTON GETS IN A JAM
FRI, NOV 4 • 9:30 & 12:30

Recommended for grades PreK-3

In this original slapstick comedy, Paddington goes next door to borrow a cup of sugar
from his neighbor Mr. Curry, who is in a panic because he’s expecting a visit from his
Great Aunt Matilda. And so, Paddington volunteers to help Mr Curry with his to-do list
before her imminent arrival.
Throughout the afternoon Paddington attempts items on the list – repair the pipes
in the bathroom, vacuum the floors, bake a cake…. But in typical Paddington fashion,
nothing goes to plan. The pipes burst and flood the bathroom. The vacuum cleaner
misbehaves and leaves dust everywhere. Paddington adds too much self-rising flour to
the cake. Will Paddington be able to fix everything before Great Aunt Matilda arrives?

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
WED, DEC 21 • 12:30

Recommended for grades 4+

With script adaptation, direction, and a flawless performance as Scrooge, by awardwinning 40 year theater veteran Scott H Severance, this new adaptation of Dickens’ ever
popular classic fills the stage with first class professional actors, lush costumes, stunning
sets and puppetry, song and dance, a heavy dose of humor, and a timeless message.
With the music of 26 beloved traditional carols of the season woven throughout this
classic tale, A Christmas Carol is the perfect way to begin the holiday festivities!

SOUL STREET DANCE • Takin’ it to the Streets
FRI, JAN 20 • 9:30 & 12:30
Recommended

for grades 1-12

Catch the excitement of Street Dance, as these energetic dancers demonstrate its
varied styles, discussing the distinctive features and origins of each. This inspirational group of young men, formerly considered at risk, found focus through dance and
are now working as professionals. They take students on a high-flying participatory trip
from Brazil’s Capoeira to New York’s break dance. The multi-component forms of Street
Dance meets the music of the 17th century composer Vivaldi.

IN THE YEAR OF THE BOAR & JACKIE ROBINSON
MON, JAN 30 • 9:30 & 12:30
Recommended for

grades 2-5

In 1947, the Year of the Boar, a young girl leaves China with her parents for a
new beginning in America... But it’s harder than she expected. Though her classmates in Brooklyn come from a variety of backgrounds, Shirley is the only one
who doesn’t speak English, and she worries that she will never have a friend.
But through a new love of the Brooklyn Dodgers (especially her hero Jackie Robinson),
Shirley begins to feel at home. Based on the book by Bette Bao Lord and told through
humor, Chinese and English, and a rich multimedia staging, the play celebrates the
bravery and sacrifice of those who bring new perspectives to our country.

PARSONS DANCE
WED, FEB 22 • 12:30

Recommended for grades 6-12

Parsons Dance is a contemporary American dance company, internationally renowned
for its energized, athletic ensemble work. Founded in 1985 by Artistic Director David
Parsons and Tony Award-winning lighting designer Howell Binkley, the company has
toured to more than 445 cities, 30 countries, and 5 continents and has performed at
such notable venues as The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Sydney Opera
House, Maison de la Danse, Teatro La Fenice, and Teatro Municipal do Rio de Janeiro.

The Acting Company-THE THREE MUSKETEERS
TUE, FEB 28 • 9:00
Recommended for grades 9-12
This world premiere adaptation commissioned by The Acting Company will draw
inspiration from an astonishing secret—that Dumas’ father, General Alex Dumas, was
the highest-ranking person of Color in a Western military until our own time. The Three
Musketeers will tour nationally in 2022-2023, this adaptation will shed new light on
this swashbuckling adventure and give a favorite story new importance. An inspiring
tale filled with laughter and adventure, The Three Musketeers is a reminder to all that
courage, honesty, and valour can change the world.

THE BOY WHO GREW FLOWERS
TUE, MAR 7 • 9:30 & 12:30

Recommended for grades PreK-4

Treehouse Shakers’ The Boy Who Grew Flowers is a stunning visual performance suitable
for Ages 4-10. Adapted from the picture book by Mara McEwin and choreographed
by Emily Bunning, it is the story of a young boy, Rink Bowagon, who lives on top of
Lonesome Mountain with his unusual family of rattlesnake tamers and shape-shifters.
The townspeople agree that Rink’s family are quite strange, but they are unaware of
Rink’s spectacular gifts. Whenever the moon is full, Rink sprouts beautiful flowers all
over his body. When a new girl, Angelina, moves to town, Rink’s life truly begins to grow.
Incorporating shadow puppetry, original music, and movement into the play, The Boy
Who Grew Flowers is a thoughtful story that lends itself to themes of diversity, creating
empathy & celebrating individualism.

Dan + Claudia Zanes in Concert
MON, MAY 1 • 9:30 & 12:30

Recommended for grades PreK-3

Grammy award winning children’s performer Dan Zanes and Haitian-American music
therapist / jazz vocalist Claudia Zanes have been making music with each other since
the day they met in the fall of 2016. The two decided while sitting at Dan’s kitchen table
that afternoon that they would continue singing together and, in the spirit of progress
and inclusion, would work with presenters to try and make all of their concerts sensory
friendly. Inspired by their artful modern-day all-ages folk music and their commitment
to accessibility, the Kennedy Center commissioned Claudia and Dan to create a theater
piece for young audiences.

ABT’s COVID Safety Guidelines can be reviewed on the website under “Plan Your Visit”

Educators, gather a group of ten or more students (and their guests/parents/
chaperones) to any of the following evening performances and the tickets are
only $10 per person. Must be ONE group ticket purchase made by the educator.
Call (406) 256-6052 to buy tickets.

Alcoléa & cieRight in the Eye
Oct 11 • 7:30pm

Cirque Mechanics: ZephyrA Whirlwind of Circus
Oct 20 • 7:30pm

DreamersMagos Herrera & Brooklyn Rider
Jan 22 • 7:30pm

Parsons Dance
Feb 22 • 7:30pm

Harlem Quartet
March 28 • 7:30pm

The Wailin’ Jennys
Nov 1 • 7:30pm

The Acting CompanyThe Three Musketeers
Feb 28 • 7:30pm

Joshua Redman 3x3
Apr 2 • 7:30pm

BRINGING THE EXCITEMENT
OF THE Performing Arts
TO BIG SKY COUNTRY
The Alberta Bair Theater’s mission is to
bring the excitement of the performing
arts to the Big Sky Country through quality
programming, arts education, cultural
diversity, community partnerships and
exceptional customer service.
Alberta Bair Theater is committed to
enriching the lives of everyone in our
community by providing a variety of
exciting learning experiences in the arts
for educators and their students, as well as
the general public.

Jarabe Mexicano
Dia de las Muertos
Nov 2 • 7:30pm

Ahn Trio &
James Sewell Ballet
Mar 14 • 7:30pm

Ngaiire
Apr 27 • 7:30pm

Master Classes & Workshops
Master classes give artists time and opportunity
to engage with local youth and their educators,
delving deeper into the mechanics and artistry
of a performing arts discipline. Artists and
dates will be announced.
Workshops give artists the opportunity to
engage with smaller groups of people and
answer specific questions. Soul Street Dance is
leading four workshops on stage at Alberta Bair
Theater as part of ABT’s Hip Hop Program in
partnership with six local elementary schools.
Alcoléa & cie, Jarabe Mexicano, Brooklyn Rider,
The Acting Company, Parsons Dance, Ahn
Trio & James Sewell Ballet, Harlem Quartet
and Joshua Redman 3x3 will lead workshops.
Details to be announced.

Questions? Call Julie Blakeslee, ABT Education Manager at (406) 294-5204

Student Matinee Ticket Order Form
Name of School:

Date:

Address: 		

/

/

City: 		
State: 		Zip Code:

Contact Person:

Position:

Email Address:
School Phone:

School Fax:

** Please circle preferred performance time and include chaperones in total number of seats. **
Performances are approximately one hour long.
Performance

Time

Recommended Grades

Call of the Wild
Thur, Oct 6, 2022

Circle One

Total
Due

Payment
Due

9:30am
12:30pm

$6
$6

09/06/22

Alcolea & cie-Right in the Eye 9:30am
Tue, Oct 11, 2022
(6-8) 12:30pm

$6
$6

09/11/22

Paddington Gets in a Jam 9:30am
Fri, Nov 4, 2022
(K-3) 12:30pm

$6
$6

10/04/22

A Christmas Carol
Wed, Dec 21, 2022
Soul Street Dance
Fri, Jan 20, 2023

(4-9)

Total # Ticket
Seats Price

(4+)			
12:30pm
$6
(1-12)

9:30am		
12:30pm
$6

9:30am
(2-5) 12:30pm

In the YOB & Jackie Robinson

Mon, Jan 30, 2023

Parsons Dance
Wed, Feb 22, 2023

(6-12)

$6

Grade
Level(s)

Transportation

BUS How many buses?
VAN How many vans?
CAR
WALKING

Special Needs

Please indicate how many
Wheelchair
Visually impaired
Hearing impaired
Needs ABT listening device

11/21/22

Need Invoice? Check here

12/20/22

If invoice is to be emailed to an address
other than the one at the top of this
form, please indicate where to send it:

12/30/22

		
12:30pm
$6
01/22/23

The Three Musketeers (9-12)		
Tue, Feb 28, 2023
9:00am

$6

01/28/23

The Boy Who Grew Flowers 9:30am
Tue, March 7, 2023 (PreK-4) 12:30pm

$6
$6

02/07/23

Dan + Claudia Zanes (K-2) 9:30am
Mon, May 1, 2023
12:30pm

$6
$6

04/01/23

ABT Office Use Only
Spreadsheet Entry
Spectrix Entry
Invoice
Payment
Confirmation

Please fax this form to (406) 256-5060 or email to jblakeslee@albertabairtheater.org
Check or money order (Payable to Alberta Bair Theater): Check #
Credit Card: Visa c AmEx c MC c Discover c Card Number
* Please note: Credit Card orders will be charged a 4% processing fee.
Expiration date:
/
Cardholder Name:

Purchase order #
CVV#
Signature:

Please see other side for important ticketing, bus and refund information.
Keep a copy of this completed form for your records.

Security Code

Student Matinee Ticket Information
The ABT Box Office is located at 2801 Third Ave N | Billings, MT 59101

HOW TO PURCHASE TICKETS
All tickets are $6 each.

For orders of fewer than 10: Tickets can be purchased in advance at the Alberta Bair Theater Box Office in person, or by phone
at (406) 256-6052, Monday-Friday, 10am-5pm and Saturday 10am-2pm (Labor Day-Memorial Day). The Box Office opens one hour
prior to matinees. Seating is general admission in a designated area of the theater and is based on availability. There are no refunds
unless a performance is canceled.

For Orders of 10 or more*: Please fill out the order form on the previous page and follow instructions below.
1)

Indicate the method of payment, transportation, and special needs. Incomplete order forms will not be processed. Ticket
prices, $6, are the same for teachers, chaperones and students.

2)

Payment is due NO LATER than one month before the show. Cash is not accepted.

3) How to submit your order form:
		
Mail: Alberta Bair Theater, Education Department, PO Box 1556, Billings, MT 59103
		
Fax: (406) 256-5060 Email: jblakeslee@albertabairtheater.org
		
Hand deliver: ABT Executive Office, GW Building, 2722 3rd Avenue N, Suite 200
4)

Your order will be confirmed via email upon receipt of payment.

5)

Seats are reserved. Seating assignments are made at the discretion of the ABT Education Manager based upon special
needs students, age of students and transportation needs.

* We request at least one adult chaperone for every 20 students. Please note the suggested grade/age for each performance.

NEED MORE SEATS OR NO SEATS?
Changes & Cancellations
1)

Extra seats: Additional seat requests will be accommodated whenever possible.

2)

Refund/Cancellation Policy: All sales are final once payment or purchase order is received. No refunds or exchanges will
be given unless a performance is canceled by ABT or touring company.

TRANSPORTATION
Buses
1)

Instructions will be emailed to your school’s contact person approximately two weeks prior to the show.
Your school will be given a specific entrance to drop off and pick up students.
Please make sure the bus drivers receive this information.

2)

Name of school: Buses must have a sign in the side window with the name of the school and the number (name of
school #1, name of school #2, etc.) if sending more than one bus.

Education Guides
Each performance in the Student Matinee Series has a customized
education guide that includes a variety of exercises and activities
for students and teachers to incorporate their theater experience
into the classroom. PDFs can be downloaded from the ABT website.

Educator Workshops

All registrations include one ticket to a related performance.
Easy Guitar for the K-2 Classroom								
K-2
Tuesday, November 1, 4:30-6:30, Will James Choir Room
Angie Langeliers, Clinician
Participants will learn easy guitar chords with songs and strategies for integration into the Wonders 			
curriculum and other PreK-3 literature. Music, particularly singing, supports language arts objectives such 			
as sentence structure, phrasing, rhyming, context, storytelling, expression, etc. Educators will learn and 			
practice easy guitar skills with which to enhance their teaching skills and provide a pleasing and brain-stimulating 		
learning experience for children. Guitars provided. (Registration includes a ticket to Wailin’ Jennys, 11/1/22)

Changing the Story: Experiments in Theater-Making
through a Trauma-Informed Lens 				
		
K-12
Tuesday, January 17, 4:30-6:30, ABT Stage
ChelseaDee Harrison, Kennedy Center Teaching Artist
School communities are on the front lines of dealing with some of society’s most complex manifestations of 		
trauma. Increasing an awareness of trauma can help us change the story, turning less than ideal circumstances into 		
opportunities to create something new. In this experimental theater-making workshop, educators will explore a 		
variety of storytelling practices and classroom strategies that transform trauma’s impact by increasing 			
young people’s agency and self awareness. Using creative movement and writing exercises, participants are 			
invited to explore new ways to empower their young people to change the story. (Registration includes a ticket to 		
Dreamers-Magos Herrera & Brooklyn Rider, 1/22/23)

Teaching Literature through Theater									
9-12
Tuesday, January 31, 4:30-6:30, ABT Stage 				
Jayme Green, Clinician
Educators will learn to inspire students’ creative engagement in learning while deepening understanding through 		
techniques such as voice, pantomime, imaginative narrative, and tableau. Strategies for implementation 			
into Gr 9-12 literature will be addressed—notably The Three Musketeers, which BPS juniors will attend this 			
year. (Registration includes a ticket to The Three Musketeers, 2/28)

Rhythm and Social Emotional Learning			

				

K-8

Tuesday, February 7, 4:30-6:30, Lewis & Clark Choir Rm Julie Blakeslee & Marie Smith, Clinicians
Participants will explore rhythmic activities that support the concepts of SEL in the K-8 classroom.
For ALL teachers, counselors, social workers, etc., especially those who “think” they have no rhythm! 			
(Registration includes a ticket to any Ten for Ten performance)

Culturally Responsive Practices 								
K-12
Tuesday, April 25, 4:30-6:30, Lincoln Center Board Room			
Jacie Jeffers, Clinician
This workshop will look at various approaches that will engage and build relationships with American Indian
		
students. Participants will explore strategies that will appeal to our diverse students from distinct 				
backgrounds. Rooted in multicultural education, culturally responsive practices aim to link students’ ancestral and 		
contemporary cultures and the support systems classroom teachers are providing. Using the Essential
		
Understandings, Native Music and Dance participants will learn strategies to infuse native culture into the 			
K-12 classroom. (Registration includes a ticket to Ngaiire)
Please see clinician bios at our website:
https://www.albertabairtheater.org/education/education-programs/

Workshop Registration Form
(Please Use One Form Per Person)
Name:

Date:

Address:

City:

State:

/

/

Zip Code:

Email Address:
Day Phone:

Cell Phone:

TEACHERS ONLY

School:

School Phone:

Content Area:

Grade Level:

EDUCATION ELECTIVE (Please check only one option)
OPI/Step-Up Credit (twelve renewal units) c

Non Credit (community) c Students: MSUB c Rocky c
MSUB Graduate Professional Development Credit c ($99 fee to MSUB--must attend 5 workshops and complete essay)
Workshop Name
Easy Guitar for K-2 Literature
Includes ticket to The Wailin’ Jennys
Will James Middle School Choir Room
The Kennedy Center: Theater-Making
through a Trauma-Informed Lens
Includes ticket to Brooklyn Rider
ABT Stage
Teaching Literature through Theater
Includes ticket to The Three Musketeers
ABT Stage
Rhythm & Social Emotional Learning

Includes ticket to any Ten for Ten Performance
Lewis & Clark Middle School Choir Room

Culturally Responsive Practices
Includes ticket to Ngaiire
Lincoln Center Board Room

Date

Time

Workshop +
Show

Student

11/1/22

4:30-6:30 pm

$25.00

$10.00

1/17/23

4:30-6:30 pm

$25.00

$10.00

1/31/23

4:30-6:30 pm

$25.00

$10.00

2/7/23

4:30-6:30 pm

$25.00

$10.00

4/25/23

4:30-6:30 pm

$25.00

$10.00

Please note: Prices on this form are for early registration. $5 will be added for those who register at the door.

Total

TOTAL DUE

PAYMENT INFORMATION:
Check or money order (Payable to Alberta Bair Theater): Check #
Credit Card: Visa c AmEx c MC c Discover c Card Number
* Please note: Credit card orders will be charged a $1.00 processing fee.
Expiration date:
/
Cardholder Name:

Purchase order #
CVV# _______Security Code
Signature:

